
Samuel Beal. 10th Grade, Enumclaw High School, Enumclaw WA. Teacher: Alysha Holmquist.

Dear Governor Inslee,

I am writing about the Holocaust, and why it is important to learn about it. The Holocaust

is one of the most important times of our world's history. 11 million people lost their lives, 6 of

those million being Jewish. Imagine the next generation was never taught about this devastating

event. Generations will pass, the world will move on. Imagine if another person like Hitler

comes to the field. A country is in despair, they bring the country a sense of hope. Then they

teach anti-semintism. We can’t have another event like the Holocaust. The Holocaust must be

taught about in our schools.

I recently read through the survivor encyclopedia and Thomas Blatt caught my eye. He is

a survivor of the Holocaust  born near Lublin Poland. On April 28th 1943 he was sent to the

Sobibor death camp. His words inspired me: Thomas Blatt said he had no hope for liberation,

they were going to make it hard for the Germans. He wasn’t going to give in no matter the

terrible things they did to him. It is so important to delve into why he felt so motivated in such a

terrible time. It enlightens us about how important it is to learn about the Holocaust and its

survivors. They not only inspire people, but  keep us from making the same mistakes. UNESCO

states teaching and learning about the holocaust, teaches us about the societies and insitutions

that are supposed to protect everyones rights. Then how those can be turned against a segment of

society, particularly when someone is in a leadership role. Everyone needs to understand how a

person in leadership can take someone's trust, and twist it against a community.

Lord Baker, the British architect of National Curriculum proclaims “British schools

should no longer teach children about the Nazis because it makes them think less favourably of



modern Germany.'' We can't sugarcoat everything for the kids. Learning about the Holocaust

exemplifies the ethical mistakes we don't want to repeat, taking that away could lead to another

Holocaust. In Germany, students visit concentration camps to learn about the country's history.

Katrin Bennhold, the New York Times bureau chief, talks about how a teacher Jacob Heitzelein

took his students to Sachsenhausen. Sachsenhausen is a concentration camp in Oranienburg. It

allows them to see the effects of the Holocaust, how many people died, how many families lost

loved ones. We do not want another Holocaust, by educating ourselves we are preventing

countless lives from being lost.

I hope these reasons explained the importance of teaching the Holocaust in our schools.

Soon the survivors will come to pass, and we will be the ones to continue teaching about this

horrific event. We can't leave it in the past, it will be lost in generations to come. Thomas Blatt is

a example of why we should learn about the Holocaust. The survivors' stories are powerful, and

will inspire you to do better, and learn from the past.

Sincerely,

Samuel Beal
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